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Synopsis

Examines the debate on how population growth affects national economies and synthesizes current
research on the topic. The authors, led by Harvard economist David Bloom, conclude that
population age structure, more than size or growth per se, affects economic development, and that
reducing high fertility can create opportunities for economic growth if the right kinds of educational,
health, and labormarket policies are in place. The report also examines specific regions of the world
and how their differing policy environments have affected the relationship between population

change and economic development.
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